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The Emperor Aurangazeb included this district
in the province of Golconda, one of the twenty two
provinces that formed his enormous Empire, but
he was too busily engaged in distant warfare to pay
much attention to this part of the country, which
remained under Asaf Jah who was appointed as
Subedar or Viceroy of the Deccan in 1713 with the
title of Nizam-ul-Mulk. The Moghal Empire
at this period was on the verge of decline owing to
internal dessensions. Asaf Jah took opportunity
fairly well so much so that he had little difficulty in
asserting his independence against the weak occu-
pants of the Delhi throne although a battle was
fought at Shakarkhelda (Fathkhelda) in the Buldana
district of Berar in 1724 with Mubariz Khan the
Governor of Khandesh, which established him as
independent sovereign of the Kingdom. Mubariz
Khan was killed in the battle and so he reigned
without rival as Subedar of the Deccan. The
province of Golconda comprised five Nawabs'
charges viz., Arcot, Cuddapah, Kurnool, Rajah-
mundry and Chicacole (Srikakulatn). TheNawab
of Rajahmundry ruled the country included in the
Krishna district.

The representatives of the different European
Nations had been appearing hitherto as traders on
the coast, under the patronage of some * local
potentiate or influential courtier. In 1611 the
English founded their settlement at Masulipatnam
which continued to be their headquarters until
they were finally removed to Madras in 1641. Three
years after the founding of the English settlement
came the Dutch and in 1669 the French followed.
The scene now changed and the Europeans played
a bolder part exercising a voice in the political
changes of the Deccan. The first who rose superior
to the caution of the counting house and took a
statesmanlike view of the possibility of building,
an European Empire upon the crumbling monarchy

of the   Moghuls,   were   the   French   officii
Pondicherry and pre-eminent  among them
M. Dupleix.   He  was a simple merchant,  v
1741 had risen to be the Governor of Pondic

Upon the death of the old Nizam-ul-Mi
June 1748, his second son, Nasir Jung, and Mi
Jung, his grandson by one of his daughters,
for the succession. At this time the, Englis
the French were contending for supremacy
east and each of the claimants secured the si
of these powers; Nasir Jung's cause was eat.
by the English, while Muzaffar Jung was supj
by the French. The latter, however, fell a pr
to his uncle, but on the assassination of
Jung, Muzaffar Jung was proclaimed the sove
Dupleix, the French Governor, became the cc
ler of the Nizam's authority. Muzaffar Jui
killed by some Pathan chiefs and the Frenc!
selected Salabath Jung, a brother of Nasir J
ruler. Ghazi-ud-din, the eldest son of Asa]
who it was alleged, had relinquished his cla
first, now appeared as a claimant, supported
Marathas but his sudden death put a stc
further struggles. The English and the I
were now contesting for power and influei
the Deccan, but the Victories of Clive in the
natic caused the latter to turn their attent:
their own possessions which were threatene
to leave Salabat Jung to shift for himself. "
Ali Khan, the fourth son of Asaf Jah? a
juncture obtained the support of the Engli
the promise of dismissing the French fro
service. Salabat Jung was dethroned in 17(i
Nizam Ali Khan was proclaimed ruler. The '.
secured at first the divisions of Masulip*
Nizampatnam and part of Kondavidu and Ia1
entire Circars. At first the district was ad
tered by a Chief and a Council at Masulip
but in 1794 Collectors, directly responsible
Board of Revenue, were appointed at Masulip:
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